Ethanol poisoning as a differential diagnosis in a hunter's dog with tetraplegia.
A 4.5-month-old German pointer was presented with tetraplegia. Based on the physical examination, a tentative diagnosis of idiopathic polyneuropathy or synaptic disorder was made. Later that day additional information from the owner revealed that the dog might have ingested sloe berries that had been used to make sloe gin. Ethanol poisoning was added to the differential diagnosis. The dog's locomotion recovered in the course of 24 hours. Faecal analysis revealed that the animal had ingested at least 127 gin-saturated sloe berries and it was estimated that the blood ethanol concentration would have been at least 0.75 per thousand. The aetiology, diagnosis, and treatment of ethanol poisoning in dogs is reviewed.